Equation of My Life in Japan:

SCAS +Me - Fun+Learning + Adventure

Brenda Yun Chen

The 11-month internship
program is just too short to
experience everything at
SCAS, let along everything in
Japan! Nevertheless, | have
managed to make the best of
my time here by making Japanese friends and
travelling on the weekends or on my holidays. So
far | have enjoyed myself immensely! For this |
have to thank the opportunity given to me by
SCAS and every effort made by SCAS members.

| first learned about this Co-op Japan
opportunity through the Co-operative education
office at University of British Columbia,
Vancouver, Canada, where | am currently enrolled
in the Chemical Engineering Combined Chemistry
Honours program. After submitting my
application, | was offered internship placement by
two companies; SCAS was one of them. After
reviewing the detailed and organized company
profile and work term related information sent by
SCAS, | decided to spend my last Co-op work
term from June to December 1999 with SCAS

members.

Trace Analysis Group at the Chiba branch has
welcomed me, a foreigner who spoke practically

no Japanese, with open minds and kindness upon
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my arrival in Japan. Their patience and willingness
to communicate with me has made the cultural
transition much easier than | anticipated.
Moreover, | am given challenging projects that
offer me solid working experiences: currently | am
involved in the analytical research for
contamination control in cleanroom air; this
research is a frontier study of its kind and is very
interesting to me. After spending 3 months here,
my experience proved that it was a wise decision
to join SCAS for my Co-op work term. Also, as |
take great pleasure in working at SCAS and
realize it definitely takes more than 7 months to
have better understanding of Japanese culture, |
have decided to extend my internship with SCAS
until April, year 2000. | look forward to any new
challenges and rewarding experiences | will
encounter, either at work or besides work, in the

additional 4 months | will spend here.

From what | have perceived from the Trace

Analysis Group in Chiba Laboratory, | daresay that
SCAS is not the typical, traditional Japanese
company that has been stereotyped in North
America. Although in the beginning a few
company policies as well as some Japanese
customs puzzled me, | was able to quickly adjust
to it. Of course trying new and unfamiliar things is

not always comfortable, but most the time |



gladly face the challenges encountered. No
matter how embarrassing or frustrating the
situation might be, at the end of the day | always
find my heart filled with the joy brought forth by
new experiences. On one hand, this international
working experience has offered me precious and
unforgettable memories; on the other hand, | hope
my being here as an intern has made an impact
on SCAS and its members. This is not just about
working abroad, but about exchanging ideas and
getting a grasp of what other cultures are. As a
Chinese-Canadian, | have learned about
multiculturalism from personal experience, and |
also know, to work with people with different
backgrounds (no matter if it's cultural, social, or
educational), an open mind and the will to

communicate are the crucial elements to

establish a successful working relationship and

to create a pleasant working environment.

A final remark. In return for all the friendship and

support SCAS members have given me, | would

like to give my utmost, sincere appreciation by
saying“ 0O0O0O0O0OOOOOOOooOooOooOone
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